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_______________________________________________________________________    

Thursday, 12 August 2021        6:30 PM       Virtual 

                        

This meeting’s notice was published in the Post and Courier newspaper and held by virtual 

platform. 

 

I. Call to Order 

This meeting was called to order by Commissioner Stewart at 6:30 PM.   

 

II. Roll Call 

In attendance were Commissioners Aiken, Alston, Robert Heyward, Meyers, Prioleau, Stewart and 

Planning Director DeHaven and Clerk Treasurer White. Commissioner Rhonda Heyward was 

absent.  

 

III. Invocation/Pledge of Allegiance 

Invocation was given by Commissioner Alston; followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

IV. Approval of Minutes 

Commissioner Aiken made the motion to adopt the minutes of the June 10,2021 meeting as prepared; 

Commissioner Meyers seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

V. New Business 

Meritage Homes request for rezoning RA (Rural Agriculture) and GC (General Commercial) to R-2 

(Residential 2) and Development Agreement for a 300+ lot single family subdivision on 174.25 acres 

with a single access to SC Highway 162. Tax map numbers 191-00-00-076 and 191-00-00-082. James 

Thomas, Project Manager with Thomas & Hutton shared his plan for the rezoning of the parcels and 

indicated that as part of the development, Meritage Homes plans to incorporate the idea to conserve as 

much of the site to allow for continual preservation of this area. Mr. Thomas entertained questions from 

the Commissioners. Commissioner Alston asked if all 300 + homes will enter and exit the subdivision 

from Highway 162. Mr. Thomas answered yes and said that they would reach out as part of the project’s 

construction to SCDOT. He stated that whatever improvements SCDOT requires as part of the traffic 

study would be completed. He said that an existing dirt road that runs at the back along Longleaf 

towards Highway 165 would be a secondary emergency access through the existing area. Commissioner 

Alston asked if any low income homes would be built and what are the price points. Mr. Thomas said 

that the target is first time home buyers and costs would be less than what would be required for an FHA 

loan but are not low income housing. Commissioner Stewart asked for clarification as to whether the 

area on Highway 162 was projected for commercial growth in the Town’s 5 year plan and shared his 

concern about rezoning GC when encouraging businesses to come into the Town. Mr. Thomas answered 

that at the entrance of the Subdivision will be a 2.5 acre parcel that will be maintained as GC and left for 

future commercial development. There was also discussion regarding the traffic attracted by GC once 

developed. Commissioner Aiken asked what the square footage of the homes would be.  Laura Crawford 

with Meritage Homes answered that lot sizes would be 50-60 foot lots which would allow for 2 plans 
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(ranch and traditional) homes capturing the family buyer as well as the buyer wishing to downsize. All 

homes will have at least 3 bedrooms.  

 

Ray and Debbie White, 5348 Hunt Course Lane, commented that they have lived in the area for 6 

years and have a farm that is adjacent to the proposed property. They expect some growth but have 

a concern that the proposed development is not rural growth but urban growth. Their property backs 

up to the drainage canal and 2-3 years ago there was a collapse that caused major flooding. They are 

not certain if the current structure can handle 300 homes. They think the development will put more 

of a strain on Hollywood with that many houses draining into the canal and might potentially cause 

further back up issues, particularly since the canal ends at Highway 162 and minimizes the amount 

of drainage until that part of the road is enlarged. They also voiced concern with the amount of 

traffic 300 homes would bring to the area and Hollywood losing its rural feel which is why they 

chose to move to the area.  

There was further discussion from the Commissioners regarding traffic concerns and how it would 

be resolved. Mr. Thomas answered that prior to completing the development they will have to 

acquire an encroachment permit from SCDOT and they will discuss access points to ensure traffic 

is not being affected in adverse conditions. Any upgrades will be made at SCDOT and the traffic 

engineer’s recommendation.  

Karen Johnson, 5247 Ravens Crest Drive, commented as to how first responders would be able to 

assist with so many more homes/people.  

Commissioner Prioleau made the motion to table both requests until additional information is 

provided; Commissioner Meyers seconded and all voted in favor. 

Plat Review: Church Flats Road Subdivision, TMS #192-00-046, “Bella Vita Private Gated 

Community.”  Kevin Coffey with Lowcountry Land Development Consultants, stated that he is 

working with the applicant, Jennifer Vincelli on this project. The parcel is currently zoned RA and 

they are seeking approval to develop a 17 lot subdivision. The subdivision will be serviced by 

private water and sewer meaning individual wells and engineered septic sewer systems would be 

installed. Mr. Coffey said he would work with SCDOT to ensure that they meet all necessary 

requirements for entrance to the subdivision as well as OCRM and DHEC for storm water 

requirements. The homes being designed are 3600 square feet to 5000 square feet with a price range 

of 1.25 to 2 million dollars. Commissioner Aiken made the motion to approve; Commissioner 

Meyers seconded and all voted in favor. 

Conditional Plat with Street Names: Kings River Preserve, Applicant, Jay Harvey stated that the 

conditional final plat has been submitted to add the street names. The names that have been applied 

for is Log Bridge Road and Dewitt Port. The conditions set forth by the Town have been met and 

they plan to begin construction of the model/spec homes within 2 weeks. Phase 1 will consist of 29 

lots and will utilize septic systems for sewer. The average home ranges from 2500 square feet to 

3500 square feet. Commissioner Aiken made the motion to approve the street names; 

Commissioner Robert Heyward seconded and all voted in favor.  
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VI. Commissioner’s Time 

Commissioner Alston and Commissioner Meyers both stated that they have completed their educational 

training with the Municipal Association of South Carolina.  

 

VII. Chairman’s Time 

Commissioner Stewart asked all Commissioners to turn in their training hours to Clerk Treasurer White.  

 

VIII. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:22 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 
Prepared by: 

Tynetta White 

Clerk-Treasurer 
 


